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SACRAMENTO MODEL RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
1990 Grand Avenue · Sacramento, California 95838 
www.smrhs.com 
 (916) 927-3618 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 
Name (print)   Date   
 
Address   Phone   
  (best contact) 

City, State, Zip   Phone   
  (alternate) 

Date of Birth (Junior Applicant only)   Email   
 
 

CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP:   REGULAR ($20/mo)    Junior ($10/mo, under 18)    Associate ($5/mo)  
 

DECLARATIONS: 
1. I am willing to place my railroad models on the Society Layouts during prototype operating sessions or 

exhibitions sponsored by the Society and do acknowledge and grant permission that they may be 
operated or handled by other Society Members. 

2. I am willing to pay damages caused to the property of the Society or its members due to my negligence 
after a grievance hearing by the Board of Directors. 

3. I understand that prior to running any of my personal motive power or rolling stock; my equipment must 
first pass the Society’s standards/certification process. 

4. I realize that being accepted as a member and passing the probationary period is dependent upon my 
participation and efforts toward becoming oriented to the practices, customs, rules, and facilities of the 
Society. 

5. I understand the dues for my CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP and that the first month’s dues must accompany 
my application. Monthly dues are payable at the beginning of each month thereafter. (Applicants who are 
not accepted by the Society at the end of the three-month probationary period will have 50% of their paid dues 
refunded.) 

6. During my Probation and subsequent Membership, I promise to uphold the goals and values of the Society 
and to obey the spirit and letter of the governing rules and regulations. I will make an honest effort to 
advance the welfare of the Society. 

7. I am aware of additional costs associated with being a member and that these include:  
 Name Badge $2  Society Vest $40  

  I accept the requirements presented on both sides of this application and understand their impact.  
 

 
  
Applicant’s Signature  

 
  
Sponsor’s Signature (needed only for Junior Members) 
  

Sponsor: The Sponsor must be an active Regular Member of 
the Society and agrees to be actively responsible for the 
Junior Member. 

  
Sponsor’s Name (print) 
 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PROBATION REVIEW:   
 

Mentor:                                                                 WITHDRAWN      ACCEPTED      Denied      Date   
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Probationary Period & Expectations 

The Sacramento Model Railroad Historical Society’s 3-month probationary period required for new 
member applicants is similar to the onboarding process progressive companies now use for new 
employee orientation.  Successful onboarding helps new hires adjust to the social and performance 
aspects of their jobs so they can quickly become productive, contributing members of the organization.  
We try for something similar so that your time with the Society is beneficial and meaningful for 
everyone.  
 
Society Expectations of Probationary Member  

During the probationary period, we expect you to become oriented to the practices, customs, rules, 
and facilities of the Society.  We value participation and challenge you to find activities to join 
immediately.  By the end of the probationary period, we expect you to complete the Basic Engineer 
certification. 

Obtaining Basic Engineer allows you to fully enjoy running trains at the Society as it covers safety, 
building light and power switches, layout locations, yard and panel controls, signals, equipment 
handling, communication, use of Digitrax throttles, and serves as a basis for prototypical operating 
sessions. 
 
Probationary Member Expectations of Society 

As a probationary member, you are entitled to an accepting, friendly environment and are invited to 
participate in the various Society activities.  To help with your orientation, the Society’s Board of 
Directors will assign a mentor.  Your mentor will assist you in learning the workings of the Society and 
help with progress toward completion of the Basic Engineer certification.   

Your mentor will be interested in your model railroading skills and goals along with introducing you 
to members with similar interests.  Be at ease to share and to ask questions. 
 
Society Expectations of Members  

Members are expected to remain in good standing by prompt and regular payment of dues and 
through continued participation. 
Participation:  Members are encouraged to actively contribute their time and energy in Society 
functions to the best of their ability.  This includes: 

1) Participation in major Society events such as Open House, Annual Dinner, and co-sponsored 
seminars. 

2) Attendance at regular Society events such as fun run nights, prototypical operating sessions, 
clinics, and business meetings. 

3) Involvement in construction and maintenance projects such as the Society facilities, model 
railroad layouts, and other historical displays. 

4) Ensuring the success of the Society by serving on committees and voting as required for the 
election of officers and the revision of Bylaws and Rules. 
 

Dues:  In the unfortunate event of hardships making dues payment impossible, please contact the 
SMRHS Board of Directors immediately to work out an agreement.  This agreement may include a 
repayment schedule, a change in membership status, or other arrangement.  You can expect 
correspondence from the Society regarding this issue. 

Monthly dues will continue to accrue and will not be forgiven.  If you resign and then re-apply at any 
future time, payment of past dues will be required (SMRHS By-Laws, Article 7, Section 3). 

If your dues are delinquent by more than 3 months and no substantive efforts have been made, you 
will be dropped from the roster and cease to be a member.  To be reinstated as a member, you will need 
to repeat the application and probationary member process. 


